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Advancing Opportunities & Educating Iowa’s Future Manufacturing Workforce  
 
 
Des Moines, IA (June 21, 2018) – Advanced manufacturing accounts for almost 90% 
of Iowa’s exports, contributes $29 billion to the state’s economy, and represents 
14% of the state’s total employment, placing manufacturers in the top third of 
employers in Iowa. Unfortunately, there seems to be a perception or stigma attached 
to careers in manufacturing that has inhibited our future workforce from 
considering opportunities in this growing industry. 
 
To help meet the workforce needs of growing industries such as manufacturing 
across Iowa, the Governor’s Office established the Future Ready Iowa Initiative with 
a goal of 70% of Iowans possessing education or training beyond high school by 
2025.   
 
The Iowa Department of Education is dedicated to helping Iowans meet this goal 
and change the current perception of manufacturing by actively supporting the 
Future Ready Iowa and Governor’s “Year of Manufacturing” initiatives. As part of 
this effort, the Department has partnered with Elevate Advanced Manufacturing and 
the Iowa Association of Business and Industry (ABI) to help promote careers in 
manufacturing. Together, we have developed the Opportunities in Advanced 
Manufacturing materials, which highlight a wide range of exciting career 
opportunities offered in the advanced manufacturing industry in Iowa.   
 
“ABI members across Iowa are grateful to Governor Reynolds for focusing on 
growing and developing Iowa’s workforce,” said ABI President Mike Ralston. 
“Future Ready Iowa and this informative document are one more resource for 
Iowa’s workers -- and those who seek to enter the workforce.  ABI and Elevate are 
pleased to partner with the Iowa Department of Education on its development and 
release.” 
 
Over 300 manufacturers and support partners from across Iowa participated in 
research to help develop these materials, ensuring the best representation of 
opportunities for future employees.  
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These newly developed resources challenge students of all ages, from those 
researching their first job, to those looking for a transition, to learn about the 
opportunities available in manufacturing while debunking preconceived notions. 
Modern manufacturing facilities often have more in common with tech companies 
than with the dirty and outdated production and assembly plants often portrayed in 
the media.  
 
Many manufacturers lead the education and training space by offering engaging on-
the-job learning models, such as Registered Apprenticeships that allow workers to 
earn a paycheck while learning.  These opportunities help students avoid or 
decrease student loan costs and ensure on-the-job experience and possible job 
placement upon completion. 
 
Iowa’s 6,000-plus manufacturing companies employ over 215,000 people, which 
equates to incredible opportunities for those seeking careers in a steady, secure and 
growing industry. Through this partnership, initiative, and resources, the 
Department and its partners hope to help bridge the gap and help educate and place 
individuals in rewarding careers right here in Iowa.  
 
Download the full report by clicking on this link: 
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/Opportunities%20in%20
Advanced%20Manufacturing%20-
%20Iowa%20Career%20Pathways%20%282018%29.pdf 
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