
The Advancing the Future (ATF) tour began in 2012 and was designed to give our local 
manufacturing companies the opportunity to interact with a large number of future employees 
and the general public.  The Advanced Manufacturing Sector Board started the week-long tour 
as a way to reach out to the community and share the stories, facilities, and to help fill the job 
pipeline.  Through the work with Kirkwood Community College, the board coordinates tours for 
both schools and the general public.  It takes a lot of planning and work from the board but the 
return is worth all the coordination, especially when someone who tours becomes interested 
and then becomes an intern or employee.   
 
The 5th annual Advancing the Future Tour was held on October 16-21.   This year 23 companies 
opened their doors to host students for tours. We had over 1,140 tour experiences (duplicated 
numbers) of students scheduled for tours.  This is an increase of 75 students and over 200 
experiences from 2016.  These students were from 23 different schools.    
 
The participating companies enjoy engaging with students and educators as they learn about 
the many different skills manufacturers need in order to the make the products.  The 
companies encourage all area schools to provide their students the chance to see that great 
careers don't have to start at a four year college – they can start with a base set of mechanical 
or technical skills and a good paying job.  Through employer supported continuing education, 
employees at these companies are given the opportunity to build their skills and advance their 
careers.  The companies value training, innovation, loyalty and hard work and they want to 
share that message.   

School tours are offered to middle and high schools in a seven county area. The teachers who 
we reach out to have a focus in these areas:  Industrial Arts, Project Lead the Way, ACE 
(Architecture, Construction, Engineering), and Robotics, along with School Counselors & 
Principals. The tours are intended for entire classes to participate (not as individual students).  
Both students and teachers benefit from visiting a manufacturing facility:  seeing the 
equipment, hearing directly from employees and gaining an understanding of the type of 
education that’s needed to gain employment gives them a real-life, concrete reference and 
potential entry into the industry.  
 

One teacher shared: 

Students loved hearing about the career pathways available to them at this age, or in the near 
future. Numerous students walked away thinking they could see themselves in the advanced 
manufacturing industry. We had no problem filling up our tours and after this week, students 
were wanting to see more! Please keep offering this week to students. It's so valuable and 
important for them and the community to see what advanced manufacturing is really about. 

Additionally, during the tour week, the companies open their doors for tours for the general 
public – including the parents of students who toured with their school.  This opportunity 
allows for people to learn more about how manufacturing has changed over the years and it 



offers high skilled positions with lots of potential.  By allowing the public in to tour, the 
companies are hoping to share all the cutting-edge products that are made in their own 
backyard and share the high-skilled jobs that they offer.  The tours are open to anyone wanting 
to learn more about these companies. 

For any additional questions, please contact Erica Bergfeld-Reed at Erica.Bergfeld-
Reed@kirkwood.edu.   
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